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Send comments, suggestions, and  
questions to dc@gstboces.org

THE YEAR OF THE 
DIGITAL CITIZEND I G I TA L  

CITIZENSHIP
STAND UP FOR

5.3

What’s New - November 2021

HAVE A

#PROUDTOBEGST

ON BEING  INFORMED

We will con@nue exploring
ISTE’s COMPETENCIES  
FOR DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP 5

BEING  
INFORMED#2

Being informed is evaluating the accuracy, perspective, and 
validity of digital media and social posts.

A person who is informed uses multiple techniques to  
evaluate information and sources presented. 
Specific Techniques to use:

1 EXERCISE SKEPTICISM

Read and reflect on the information being presented and ask questions based  
on the content. Is the source reliable? Are the source’s claims provable? If the  
answer to either of these questions is no, seek out information that may disprove  
the information presented from reliable sources.

2 COMPARE INFORMATION FROM MULTIPLE, KNOWN RELIABLE 
SOURCES

Do multiple sources present the same information and cite credible evidence? Is the 
source of the information being presented by an organization or politician that is 
biased toward a particular way of thinking?

3 PAY ATTENTION WHEN READING ABOUT EMOTIONALLY 
CHARGED OR DIVISIVE TOPICS

Is the information trying to make you have an emotional response or trigger by the 
language it is using or how the argument is framed?

4 BEWARE OF CONFIRMATION BIASES

While exercising skepticism, be aware that sometimes we read information that 
confirms our  beliefs. Continue to use the practices above to form an informed 
opinion on the information presented.

5 PRACTICE CIVILITY

When provided unreliable information, be sure to practice humility and be humble 
when explaining your points of view as to why information is unreliable, while 
maintaining a respectful tone. Do not assume that the individual is “stupid” or has  
bad intentions, and don’t have the conversation in a public forum. 

OUR REGULAR FEATURES

Dear Techie Tammy
TECHIE TAMMY RETURNS WITH 
SOME KEEN ADVICE ABOUT 
WHERE TO STORE YOUR FILES

MARY ANN THE LIBRARIAN 
SHOWS US AN ONLINE SITE 

WITH LOTS OF INFORMATION 
ABOUT GREAT BOOKS YOU 

CAN READ IN OUR

ASK A SCHOOL LIBRARIAN

ON PAGE 2

WE HAVE A CHALLENGE FOR YOU ON PG. 3

How To Spot Misinformation - http://go.gstric.org/503-misinfo 

Media Literacy Now Resources - http://go.gstric.org/503-medialit 

Being Informed Links:

Daniel Patrick Moynihan

US Politician & Senator (1927-2003)

WILL BE DOING A VIRTUAL 
PRESENTATION AT THIS YEAR’S 

NYSCATE CONFERENCE

GST BOCES’ OWN 
TECHNOLOGY TITAN

LEARN MORE ABOUT KATIE’S 
PRESENTATION AND THE 
CONFERENCE ON PAGE 3

Katie CookeKatie Cooke

“Everyone is entitled to his own 
opinion, but not his own facts”

TRY BEING INFORMED 
INSTEAD OF JUST BEING
OPINIONATED

mailto:dc@gstboces.org
http://go.gstric.org/503-misinfo
http://go.gstric.org/503-medialit
http://www.gstric.org/digital-citizenship
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Dear Techie Tammy,  
     I am afraid to admit my ignorance but I don’t understand 
where my files go when I save them. I have heard people 
talking about local home directories, networks, and the 
cloud. But I don’t get it. Can you help?

Frequently Foggy Filer

Dear Foggy Filer, 
Here are some file notes that I have shared with others.

Files and Location, Location, Location

   We spend a great deal of time and thought 
creating files. Whether we are writing a report, 
creating a presentation, recording a training 
video, or building a website we are creating files 
that need to be stored somewhere. 

   You can store files locally on the hard drive 
of whatever machine you are using. This might seem 
appealing to you if you always use the same 
device. However, if you use machines in different 
rooms or offices, you won't have access to those 
files. Also, if the hard drive fails or the 
machine needs to be imaged, there is no back-up so 
there is a good chance that the data will be lost. 

   If you sign into a district (GST, Horseheads, 
Watkins Glen, etc.) device, whether you are on 
campus or off, and have an internet connection you 
can save your files to an internal network drive; 
think "h drive" or "home directory". Permissions 
are set on the network to allow file access by 
appropriate individuals or groups. In these 
locations, your data is backed up regularly. As 
you can imagine, the amount of data stored in 
these locations can accumulate quickly so it is 
important to clean up regularly.

   Another possible location could be a "cloud" 
drive. These locations are like a network drive, 
but they exist "in the cloud" (The Internet). 
Because they are on the internet you can access 
them from anywhere with an internet connection on 
either a personal or district device. Two 
popularly used cloud drives are Google's "Google 
Drive" and Microsoft's "OneDrive" in Office365.

   Some of GST's districts use Office365 which 
meets NYS Title 2D requirements for protecting 
personally identifiable data. OneDrive files are 
also backed up and can be restored up to 90 days 
after deletion.

Dear Techie Tammy FOR MORE INFORMATION ON FILES

Tammy’s advice to Foggy is meant to be a beginning 
explanaVon of some file storage locaVons. File 
handling, copying, and saving conVnues to be a 
confusing topic for many. If you would like more 
informaVon about this you can:  

 1. Do some research on your own.  
 2. Take a technology workshop about file handling, or  
 3. Find a friend or colleague that understands files and 
have them help you with your files on your computer.

SCHOOL LIBRARIAN
ASK A

WITH MARY ANN THE LIBRARIAN

Where can I find more 
books and learn more 
about authors?

    We have a great resource that can help you 
discover more about the books and authors that 
you love to read!  It’s called TeachingBooks.net 
and all students, staff, and parents can access it 
through your school library website.  
    You can hear an author pronounce their 
name, tell a bit about themselves and their 
books, find a lesson plan idea, and sometimes 
even read a portion or a whole book! 

A STUDENT 
QUESTION

Make your books come to life  
with TeachingBooks.net!

Library Fun Fact - There are over 262,500 resources 
in TeachingBooks.net and 14,760 read-aloud 
performances. Many of the mulVple copy books we 
lend to classrooms have a TeachingBooks.net 
connecVon.Happy File Handling,

Techie Tammy

PUT DOWN YOUR DEVICE & PICK UP A GOOD BOOK or maybe READ AN EBOOK!
CLEAN UP YOUR OLD FILES

< CLICK

http://go.gstric.org/503-teachingbooks


NYSCATE Annual Conference
NYSCATE (The New York State AssociaAon for 
Computers and Technologies in EducaAon), is a 
non-profit, 501(c)3 professional organizaAon 
represenAng technology using educators and 
administrators in New York State.

Attend the live event in Rochester, NY or attend 
virtually! Either way, we are better together!

November 20-23, 2021

The annual conference provides a showcase for the latest technology products and services designed 
for the educational setting, puts you in touch with the educational decision makers from across New York 
State, and provides you with networking opportunities with other educators and exhibitors.

NYSCATE website http://go.gstric.org/NYSCATE
NYSCATE Conference http://go.gstric.org/annual-conf

MORE INFORMATION http://go.gstric.org/503-cyber-law

RECENT CYBER NEWS - FROM WASHINGTON D.C.
President Biden signs a 
K-12 Cybersecurity Bill 
into Law. It becomes 
Public Law No: 117-47.  
"This law highlights the 
significance of 
protecVng the sensiVve 
informaVon maintained 
by schools across the 
country.”

We would like to address a disturbing trend that is 
occurring on some social media plaborms, and that is 
people posVng challenges or messages encouraging 
others to do something negaVve like stealing or 
vandalizing property, physically hurVng others, or 
encouraging them to feel badly about themselves or to 
self-harm. 

These behaviors can end up gedng the parVcipants in 
trouble and the possibility of being turned over to law 
enforcement for resoluVon. They also could be 
disastrous to a person’s health or mental health.

GST BOCES teacher Katie Cooke will 
lead a virtual presentation at the 
NYSCATE Annual Conference

VIRTUAL PRESENTATION

At first glance the NYS  
Computer Science and Digital  
Fluency standards may seem 
overwhelming. 

Come play and learn ways that you  
and your teachers are already  
meeting these standards. 

This session will be interactive.

Putting the Pieces Together: 
Computer Science,  
Digital Fluency  
and Core Curricular  
Areas

Monday, Nov. 22, 2021 @1:30pm
CHECK THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE (link above) FOR MORE DETAILS

Our poster for November 
also takes up the topic of 
saying no to harmful, 
destrucVve, or illegal 
behaviors or acVviVes 
We encourage you to talk 
about this with parents, 
teachers, administrators, 
and anyone that will listen. 
Let them know what you 
want this to stop. Print this 
poster and share it with 
your peers.

WE CHALLENGE YOU TO STAND UP AND SPEAK 
OUT AGAINST THIS NEGATIVE BEHAVIOR ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA. REFRAIN FROM VIEWING, OR 
“LIKING” THESE POSTS. LET’S PUT A STOP TO IT!

MORE RECENT NEWS! A FACEBOOK WHISTLEBLOWER TESTIFIES THAT THE COMPANY KNEW 
THAT POSTS COULD NEGATIVELY  
EFFECT A TEEN’S SELF-IMAGE  Vol.5 : Issue 3 - November 2021 - page  of 33
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anti-

no
say

to
social media

destructive,
harmful,

illegal behaviors 

that promotes

self-
or

or

or challenges!
We challenge you to stand up against this new posting trend. 

Please don’t view them, like them, or participate in them. Say No!

The GST BOCES Digital Citizenship
november 2021Poster for

We believe that all good digital 
citizens can help stop these 

types of postings from 
becoming popular, and that 
you need to take a stand to 

stop violence and vandalism in 
your school and community!.

It is up to you to

Say Yes to good 

Digital Citizenship!
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